
May 18 Primary Election - Four Ballot Questions: 
Three Proposed Constitutional amendments  

and One Statewide Referendum 
 

Governor Wolf’s Statement on the Proposed Constitutional Amendments affecting Disaster 
Emergency Management (ballot questions 1 & 2): 

“HB 55 would hinder our ability to respond quickly, comprehensively and effectively to a disaster emergency 
by requiring any declaration to be affirmed by concurrent resolution of the legislature every three weeks. This 
would force partisan politics into the commonwealth’s disaster response efforts and could slow down or halt 
emergency response when aid is most needed. 

“A disaster response could be hamstrung by lack of action by the legislature (or by the disaster itself, if it were 
severe enough to stop the legislature from meeting) and the executive branch would have no certainty that 
disaster response measures put in place would remain past this short, arbitrary deadline. 

“This is the latest in a long line of efforts by Harrisburg Republicans to undermine the current COVID-19 
disaster declaration, after every one of them voted to end the disaster emergency last session but were 
unsuccessful. So, now they are attempting to amend the Constitution to get their way. 

“Premature termination or non-renewal of the current COVID-19 disaster emergency will be disastrous for the 
commonwealth. It will undo all of the progress that has been made in combatting the spread of COVID-19 and 
saving the lives of Pennsylvanians and put the commonwealth in a poor position to address another 
resurgence. 

“If the House GOP is successful, Pennsylvania would be the only state without some type of emergency in 
place for COVID 19, and could lose out on federal funding for businesses and individuals in future COVID-19 
relief packages. 

“The Pennsylvania Constitution is the cornerstone of our democracy. Indeed, the Republicans’ effort 
demonstrates that we need to rethink the very way that our Constitution is amended. No political party 
should control when and how our governing charter is changed. The citizens of the commonwealth should 
have that direct power. Make no mistake, these actions are thinly veiled power grabs and an attack on the 
other branches of government and on democracy itself, and I will oppose these efforts through every means 
possible.” 

Source: https://www.governor.pa.gov/newsroom/gov-wolf-releases-statement-on-proposed-constitutional-
amendments/ 

 
Statewide Referendum on Act 2020-91: would make Municipal Fire and Emergency Medical 
Service Companies eligible for loans from an already existing state loan program. 
 
Our research to date indicates there is no organized opposition from volunteer fire companies 
to this proposed change. The money allocated currently is underutilized. The Camp Hill Democrats support this 
measure. 
 
Full descriptions of the four ballot questions can be found on this link: 
 
https://www.dos.pa.gov/VotingElections/Pages/Joint-Resolution-2021-1.aspx 
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